NCA 
voc FOR IOP/FN 
POLITICAL FEATURE NO. 1-1213 AUGUST 5, 1976 
JOSEPH SULLIVAN 
KOREA AND THE ASIAN NEXUS 
ANINCR & 

THE KOREAt QUESTION IS EXPECTED TO BE AMONG THE ISSUES 
DISCUSSED AT THE COMING CONFERENCE OF NON-ALIGNED NATIONS IN SRI 
LANKA. AND IT SEEMS CERTAIN TO BE DEBATED ONCE AGAIN AT THE FALL 
MEETING OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. MEANWHILE, ON 
THURSDAY, NORTH AND SOUTH KOREAN BORDER FORCES EXCHANGED FIRE IN 
A BRIEF CONFRONTATION. CONTINUING TENSIONS IN KOREA AND THE 
NEED TO RESOLVE THE KOREAN QUESTION WERE AMONG THE ISSUES EXAMINED 
LAST WEEK IN A SPEECH BY THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR TO THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA ... AS WE HEAR lit THIS REPORT BY VOA'S JOSEPH 
SULLIVAN, 

VOICE: 

THE U.S. ENVOY TO SOUTH KOREA, RICHARD SNEIDER, WAS 
ADDRESSING THE COMMONWEALTH CLUB IN THE CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO, 
HIS SPEECH DEALT PRIMARILY WITH U.S. POLICY TOWARD SOUTH 
KOREA AND THAT COUNTRY'S STRATEGIC AND ECONONIC IMPORTANCE IN 
EAST ASIA. THE KOREAN PENINSULA, Ai!BASSADOR SNEIDER OBSERVED, 
LIES AT THE VERY NEXUS OF THE INTERESTS OF FOUR MAJOR POWERS -- 
JAPAN, THE SOVIET UNION, THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND THE 
UNITED STATES. THUS PEACE AND STABILITY ON THE PENINSULA, HE 
SAID, ARE VITAL TO PEACE IN EAST ASIA AND THE SECURITY OF 
SOUTH KOREA IS DIRECTLY LINKED TO THE SECURITY OF JAPAN. IT 
WOULD ALSO BE OF INTENSE INTEREST, HE ADDED, TO BOTH THE SOVIET 
UNION AND CHINA, WHICH SUPPORTED THE NORTH KOREANS MATERIALLY 


AND POLITICALLY IN THE KOREAN WAR. 
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THE U.S. AMBASSADOR EMPHASIZED THAT THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 
REASON FOR THE PRESENCE OF NEARLY FORTY THOUSAND AMERICAN 
TROOPS IN SOUTH KOREA IS TO DETER RENEWED HOSTILITIES IN f 
KOREA AND PREVENT ANOTHER ATTACK BY THE NORTH UPON THE SOUTH. 
IN HIS WORDS: “OUR PRESENCE THERE IS AN INSURANCE POLICY, AND 
IT HAS WORKED." 

SOUTH KOREA, AMBASSADOR SNEIDER OBSERVED, RECOGNIZES THEY 
DANGER OF INDEFINITE TENSION ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA AND HAS 
TAKEN SERIOUS STEPS TO REMOVE OR, AT LEAST LESSEN THAT TENSION. 
HE ALSO NOTED THAT SOUTH KOREA'S ATTEMPTS TO OPEN A DIALOGUE 
WITH THE NORTH -- A DIALOGUE WHICH MIGHT CONCEIVABLY LEAD TO 
A SETTLEMENT OF DIFFERENCES AND EVENTUAL REUNIFICATION -- HAVE 
BEEN CONSISTENTLY REBUFFED BY THE NORTH. SO TOO, HE SAYS, HAVE 
ATTEMPTS TO PROVIDE FOR MORE HUMANITARIAN ENDS, SUCH AS VISITS 
BETWEEN FAMILIES DIVIDED GY A WAR WHICH WAS FOUGHT TWENTY-SIX 
YEARS AGO. 

THE U.S. AMBASSADOR ALSO NOTED THAT THE SOUTH KOREAN 
GOVERNMENT, TO LESSEN TENSIONS OM THE KOREAN PENINSULA AND THUS 
INSURE ITS OWN SURVIVAL, HAS ALSO COOPERATED IN INTERNATIONAL 
EFFORTS AT THE UNITED NATIONS TO SEEK TO REESTABLISH A DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH. THE UNITED STATES, HE 
ADDED, HAS IN TURN EXPRESSED ITS WILLINGNESS TO ENTER INTO A 
CONFERENCE OF THE POWERS DIRECTLY CONCERNED TO SEEK MORE 
LASTING ARRANGEMENTS TO MAINTAIN PEACE ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA. 

AMBASSADOR SNEIDER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN 
SOUTH KOREA AND THE UNITED STATES ARE NOT WITHOUT THEIR 
PROBLEINS. FROM THE AMERICAN SIDE, HE SAID, THE GREATEST SINGLE 
ISSUE IS HUMAN RIGHTS ... THE MANNER IN WHICH THE SOUTH KOREAN 


GOVERNMENT TREATS ITS CITIZENS. AMERICAN OFFICIALS, FROM 
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SECRETARY KISSINGER DOW, HE SAID, HAVE MADE IT CLEAR -- 

PUBLICLY AND PRIVATELY -- THAT THE UNITED STATES IS NOT HAPPY 

WITH WHAT HAS HAPPENED RECENTLY IN SOUTH KOREA ON MATTERS 
INVOLVING HUMAN RIGHTS. AND THESE VIEWS, HE SAID, HAVE BEEN 

MADE KNOWN TO THE KOREAN GOVERNMENT STRONGLY AND WITHOUT EQUI VOCA- 
TION. BUT THE FACT REMAINS, HE CONCLUDED, THAT THE UNITES 

STATES CANNOT LOSE SIGHT OF THE NECESSITY TO MAINTAIN THE 

MILITARY BALANCE IN KOREA NECESSARY TO INSURE THE SURVIVAL 

OF SOUTH KOREA AND PEACE IN EAST ASIA. 
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